
IEP	  Development	  in	  Delaware	  
	  

Overview	  for	  the	  IEP	  Task	  Force	  
	  

Excep;onal	  Children	  Resources	  
October	  9,	  2014	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



2	  

Topics	  
¨  IEP	  Development	  

¢ IEP	  Mee0ng	  Par0cipants	  
¢ Data	  Considera0ons	  	  
¢ IEP	  Goal	  Page	  
¢ LRE	  Decision-‐making	  

¨ Secondary	  Transi0on	  
¢ Transi0on	  Assessment	  
¢ Goals	  
¢ Course	  of	  Study	  
¢ Ac0vi0es	  &	  Services	  	  
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IEP	  Mee;ng	  Par;cipants	  
¨ Parent	  
¨ Student	  
¨ General	  Educa0on	  
¨ Special	  Educa0on	  
¨ CTE	  Teacher	  or	  

Coordinator	  
¨ LEA	  Representa0ve	  

(Admin/Designee)	  
¨ Other	  Par0cipants	  

¢ Related	  Service	  
Staff	  

¢ I0nerant	  Teachers	  
(e.g.,	  TVI,	  Deaf	  Ed)	  
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Parent	  Par;cipa;on	  	  	  
IEP	  2:	  	  IEP	  Mee0ng	  Par0cipants:	  Parents	  
	  
	  Must	  take	  steps	  to	  ensure	  one	  or	  both	  of	  the	  
parents	  are	  present	  at	  each	  IEP	  team	  mee0ng,	  or	  
afforded	  the	  opportunity	  to	  par0cipate	  

	  If	  parent	  cannot	  aRend	  in-‐person,	  must	  use	  other	  
methods	  to	  ensure	  parent	  par0cipa0on	  such	  as	  
conference	  calls	  

	  
	  14	  DE	  Admin	  Code	  §	  925.22.0	  	  
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Parent	  Par;cipa;on	  	  	  
Must	  schedule	  the	  mee0ng	  at	  mutually	  agreed	  on	  0me	  

and	  place	  
Must	  provide	  wriRen	  no0ce	  to	  parent	  10	  school	  days	  in	  

advance	  of	  mee0ng	  containing	  purpose,	  0me,	  and	  
loca0on	  of	  mee0ng,	  and	  who	  will	  be	  in	  aRendance	  
	  14	  DE	  Admin	  Code	  §	  925.22.0	  	  

	  
Must	  have	  a	  record	  of	  aRempts	  to	  arrange	  mee0ng:	  	  	  
	  Detailed	  records	  of	  phone	  calls	  and	  results;	  	  
	  Copies	  of	  leRers	  to	  parent	  and	  responses	  received;	  	  
	  Detailed	  records	  of	  visits	  made	  to	  parent’s	  home	  or	  
employment	  and	  results.	  
	  14	  DE	  Admin	  Code	  §	  925.22.4	  	  
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Student	  Par;cipa;on	  
STR	  2:	  	  IEP	  Mee0ng	  Par0cipants:	  Student	  	  
	  IEP	  Team	  must	  include	  whenever	  
appropriate	  the	  child	  with	  a	  disability	  	  

	  

	  The	  public	  agency	  shall,	  in	  wri0ng,	  invite	  a	  
child	  with	  a	  disability	  to	  aRend	  the	  IEP	  
mee0ngs	  if	  a	  purpose	  of	  the	  mee0ng	  will	  be	  
considera0on	  of	  the	  postsecondary	  goals	  
and	  the	  transi0on	  services…	  

	  
	  14	  DE	  Admin	  Code	  §	  925.21.0	  	  

State	  
Requirement	  –	  
Par;cipa;on	  at	  
a	  Younger	  Age	  
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General	  Educa;on	  Teacher	  
IEP	  3:	  	  IEP	  Mee0ng	  Par0cipants:	  General	  
Educa0on	  Teacher	  

	  
	  IEP	  Team	  must	  include	  at	  least	  one	  regular	  
educa0on	  teacher	  of	  the	  child	  (if	  the	  child	  is,	  
or	  may	  be,	  par0cipa0ng	  in	  the	  regular	  
educa0on	  environment)	  	  

	  14	  DE	  Admin	  Code	  §	  925.21.0	  	  
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Special	  Educa;on	  Teacher	  
IEP	  4:	  	  IEP	  Mee0ng	  Par0cipants:	  Special	  
Educa0on	  Teacher	  

	  
	  IEP	  Team	  must	  include	  at	  least	  one	  special	  
educa0on	  teacher	  of	  the	  child,	  or	  where	  
appropriate,	  one	  special	  educa0on	  provider	  	  	  

	  14	  DE	  Admin	  Code	  §	  925.21.0	  	  



9	  

CTE	  Teacher	  
STR	  10:	  	  IEP	  Mee0ng	  Par0cipants:	  CTE	  Teacher	  
	  
	  IEP	  Team	  must	  include	  a	  Career	  Tech	  Ed	  
(CTE)	  teacher	  of	  the	  child	  or	  CTE	  coordinator	  
whenever	  the	  child	  is,	  or	  may	  be,	  
par0cipa0ng	  in	  a	  CTE	  program	  

	  14	  DE	  Admin	  Code	  §	  925.21.0	  	  

State	  
Requirement	  
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LEA	  Representa;ve 	  	  
IEP	  3:	  	  IEP	  Mee0ng	  Par0cipants:	  LEA	  
Representa0ve	  

	  
IEP	  Team	  must	  include	  a	  district	  representa0ve	  
who	  is	  knowledgeable	  about	  district	  
resources,	  and	  has	  the	  authority	  to	  commit	  
district	  resources,	  and	  can	  ensure	  that	  
whatever	  services	  are	  set	  out	  in	  the	  IEP	  will	  
actually	  be	  provided.	  	  

	  
	   	  	  
	  14	  DE	  Admin	  Code	  §	  925.21.0	  

	  
	  	  
	  

	  	  
	  	  	  



Other	  Par;cipants	  at	  IEP	  Mee;ngs	  

¨ Members	  of	  the	  IEP	  team	  may	  also	  include	  other	  
par0cipants	  –	  
¢ Speech,	  Occupa0onal	  or	  Physical	  Therapists	  
¢ I0nerant	  Teachers	  such	  as	  Teachers	  of	  the	  
Visually	  Impaired,	  Deaf	  Educa0on	  

¢ Interpreters	  or	  Translators	  
¢ Addi0onal	  invitees	  by	  the	  school	  or	  family	  
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Data	  Considera;ons	  
¨ Strengths	  
¨ Concerns	  	  
¨ Assessment	  

Informa0on	  	  
¨  Impact	  Ques0ons	  
¨ Special	  Factors	  

	  



Data	  Considera0ons	  
1.  What	  are	  the	  student’s	  strengths?	  
•  Specific	  skills	  or	  aRributes	  (academic	  or	  non-‐
academic)	  

•  Transi0on	  strengths	  include	  employment,	  post-‐
secondary	  educa0on	  &	  independent	  living	  



Data	  Considera0ons	  
2.	  What	  are	  the	  educa0onal	  concerns	  of	  the	  parent	  (or	  
student	  if	  appropriate)?	  
•  Include	  concerns	  (academic	  and	  non-‐academic)	  from	  
parents	  and	  student	  

•  Schools	  focus	  on	  addressing	  concerns	  within	  IEP	  



Data	  Considera0ons	  
3.	  What	  mul0ple	  data	  sources	  are	  being	  used	  to	  create	  
this	  IEP?	  
•  Consider	  all	  assessments	  –	  academic,	  transi0on,	  
behavioral	  raters,	  social	  skills,	  life	  skills,	  related	  
services	  
–  Include	  results	  especially	  around	  need	  areas	  	  
– Make	  sure	  that	  results	  are	  0mely	  –	  within	  the	  last	  year	  
–  Results	  must	  be	  presented	  in	  a	  family-‐friendly	  manner	  



Data	  Considera0ons	  
4.	  How	  does	  the	  child’s	  disability	  affect	  the	  child’s	  
involvement	  and	  progress	  in	  the	  general	  educa0on	  
curriculum?	  
•  Consider	  all	  data	  considera0ons,	  assessment	  
informa0on,	  special	  factors,	  and	  student’s	  grade	  
level	  

•  Schools	  develop	  an	  impact	  statement	  that	  includes	  
specific	  need	  areas	  

	  



Data	  Considera0ons	  
5.	  What	  are	  the	  child’s	  other	  educa0onal	  needs	  that	  
result	  from	  the	  child’s	  disability	  (e.g.,	  organiza0onal	  
skills,	  self	  care,	  fine/gross	  motor)?	  
•  Consider	  all	  areas	  outside	  of	  academics	  	  
–  Behavior,	  social	  skills,	  self-‐management,	  specific	  life	  skills,	  
others?	  

•  Schools	  develop	  an	  impact	  statement	  related	  to	  the	  
other	  educa0onal	  needs	  



Data	  Considera0ons	  
6.	  Will	  the	  student	  par0cipate	  with	  non-‐disabled	  
students	  in	  extracurricular	  and	  non-‐academic	  areas?	  If	  
yes,	  iden0fy	  supports	  and	  services	  on	  the	  “Needs,	  
Services	  and	  Annual	  Goals”	  page.	  If	  no,	  explain	  why	  
below.	  
•  Consider	  supports	  that	  the	  student	  may	  need	  to	  
par0cipate	  



Special	  Factors	  –	  	  
“Other	  Factors	  to	  Consider”	  

Data 
Considerations 

Communica0on/	  
Language	  	  
Needs	  

Assis0ve	  
Technology	  

Behavior	  
supports	  and	  
strategies	  

AIM	  Supports	  

SB	  229	  Update:	  
Evidence-‐based	  

Reading	  
Interven;ons	  to	  
be	  added	  to	  this	  

sec;on	  



Special	  Factor	  Example	  
IEP	  15:	  	  Special	  Factors:	  	  Behavior	  Needs	  
IEP	  16:	  	  IEP	  Addresses	  Behavior	  Needs	  
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IEP	  Goal	  Page	  
¨ Defining	  the	  Needs	  
¨ Statement	  of	  Services	  
¨ Services/Aids/	  

Modifica0ons	  
¨ Present	  Level	  of	  

Academic	  &	  
Func0onal	  
Performance	  

¨ Benchmarks	  
¨ Goals	  



Statement	  of	  Services	  
IEP	  21:	  	  Statement	  of	  Special	  Educa0on	  Services,	  
Related	  Services	  and	  Modifica0ons/Supports	  
Needed	  
•  	  Services,	  strategies,	  accommoda0ons,	  
modifica0ons	  to	  address	  the	  iden0fied	  need	  

•  May	  include	  staff	  training	  on	  strategies	  or	  
supports	  	  

	  



Services,	  Aids	  &	  Modifica;ons	  

Descrip0on	  of	  interven0ons	  and	  targeted	  instruc0on	  
related	  to	  the	  need	  area	  

•  May	  include	  instruc0on	  by	  the	  general	  educator,	  
special	  educator,	  paraprofessional,	  etc.	  

	  

On	  IEP	  Annual	  Goal	  Page:	  
	  
	  

For	  Related	  Services	  (aler	  Goal	  Pages):	  



Present	  Level	  of	  Educa;onal	  
Performance	  (PLEP)	  

IEP	  24:	  Statement	  of	  Present	  Levels	  of	  Performance	  
•  Directly	  related	  to	  the	  Need	  and	  should	  0e	  back	  to	  
data	  from	  Data	  Considera0ons	  page	  

•  Measurable	  baseline	  for	  Annual	  Goal	  &	  Benchmarks	  
	  



Benchmarks	  
IEP	  25:	  	  Descrip0on	  of	  How	  Student	  Progress	  
Measures	  [benchmarks]	  

•  Outlines	  progress	  from	  the	  Present	  Level	  of	  Educa0onal	  
Performance	  to	  the	  Annual	  Goal	  

•  Includes	  Benchmarks	  for	  each	  repor0ng	  period	  and	  may	  
include	  summer	  



Annual Goals	  
IEP	  26:	  	  Statement	  of	  Measurable	  
Annual	  Goal	  

•  Includes	  condi0on,	  behavior/performance	  &	  
criteria	  	  
•  Under	  what	  condi0on	  or	  in	  what	  situa0on	  is	  the	  
annual	  goal	  being	  measured	  

•  The	  behavior/performance	  the	  student	  is	  
expected	  to	  demonstrate.	  [Specific	  skill	  or	  
behavior]	  

•  At	  what	  point/level	  will	  the	  annual	  goal	  be	  met?	  
[Criteria	  /	  Measurement]	  
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	  Placement	  Decision	  
LRE	  1:	  	  Placement	  Decision	  Made	  by	  IEP	  Team	  
	  
	  When	  determining	  the	  educa0onal	  placement	  of	  a	  
child	  with	  a	  disability,	  the	  district	  must	  ensure	  the	  
placement	  decision	  is	  made	  by	  a	  group	  of	  persons,	  
including	  the	  parents,	  and	  other	  persons	  
knowledgeable	  about	  the	  child,	  the	  meaning	  of	  
evalua0on	  data,	  and	  the	  placement	  op0ons,	  and	  is	  
made	  inconformity	  with	  LRE	  provisions.	  	  

	  
	  14	  DE	  Admin	  Code	  §	  923.16.0	  	  
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	  	  	  	  LRE	  Explana;on	  	  
	  

LRE	  3:	  	  Explana0on	  Why	  Student	  Will	  Not	  Par0cipate	  
with	  Non-‐Disabled	  Peers	  in	  Regular	  Class	  
	  	  
	  The	  IEP	  must	  contain	  an	  explana0on	  of	  the	  extent,	  if	  
any,	  to	  which	  the	  child	  will	  not	  par0cipate	  with	  
nondisabled	  children	  in	  the	  regular	  class	  and	  extra	  
curricular	  ac0vi0es.	  	  

	   	  	  
	  
	  

	  14	  DE	  Admin	  Code	  §	  925.20.0	  
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	  	  	  	  LRE	  Explana;on	  	  



Secondary	  Transi;on	  

¨  Secondary	  Transi0on	  IEP	  must	  be	  used	  when:	  
•  The	  student	  is	  going	  to	  turn	  14	  or	  enter	  8th	  grade	  during	  the	  
year	  the	  IEP	  will	  be	  in	  effect.	  

•  Some	  schools	  opt	  to	  begin	  the	  use	  of	  the	  transi0on	  IEP	  
earlier	  such	  as	  the	  start	  of	  middle	  school.	  

	  
¨  Secondary	  Transi0on	  components:	  

•  Consent	  to	  Invite	  Other	  Agencies	  
•  Transi0on	  Assessment	  
•  Goals	  
•  Course	  of	  Study	  
•  Ac0vi0es	  &	  Services	  	  
•  Par0cipa0on	  of	  Student	  &	  CTE	  Teacher	  (described	  in	  earlier	  
slides)	  



Secondary	  Transi;on	  

STR	  1:	  	  Parent	  
Consent	  to	  Invite	  
and	  Invita0on	  of	  
Mee0ng	  to	  
Par0cipa0ng	  
Agency	  

	  
STR	  2:	  	  Student	  
Invited	  to	  IEP	  
Mee0ng	  (100%)	  

	  
	  

	  



Secondary	  Transi;on	  
STR	  4:	  	  Age	  Appropriate	  Transi0on	  Assessment	  
•  Includes	  assessment	  related	  to	  employment/career,	  
educa0on	  and	  independent	  living	  skills	  

•  The	  assessment	  is	  the	  basis	  for	  the	  transi0on	  goals	  
and	  alignment	  between	  assessment	  results	  and	  the	  
goals	  should	  be	  clear	  

	  
	  



Secondary	  Transi;on	  

Measurable	  Postsecondary	  Goal	  Related	  to…	  
STR	  5:	  	  Employment	  aler	  HS	  
STR	  6:	  	  Educa0on	  or	  Training	  aler	  HS	  
STR	  7:	  	  Independent	  Living	  aler	  HS	  
•  Outlines	  post-‐school	  aspira0ons	  
•  Must	  be	  stated	  in	  measurable	  terms	  



Secondary	  Transi;on	  
STR	  8:	  	  Courses	  of	  Study	  
•  Outlines	  required	  courses	  for	  gradua0on	  or	  
cer0ficate	  of	  aRendance	  

•  Includes	  all	  grades	  through	  gradua0on	  or	  exit	  
•  Updates	  annually	  and	  may	  change	  due	  to	  changes	  
to	  course	  offerings	  

	  
	  



Secondary	  Transi;on	  
STR	  8:	  	  Transi0on	  Services	  &	  Ac0vi0es	  
•  Includes	  specific	  ac0vi0es	  and	  services	  related	  to	  
employment/career,	  educa0on	  &	  independent	  
living)that	  will	  assist	  students	  in	  reaching	  post	  
school	  goals	  

•  Responsible	  party	  may	  include	  school,	  family,	  
student	  and	  outside	  agencies	  

	  
	  



DOE	  Contact	  Informa;on	  
	  

Excep0onal	  Children	  Resources	  
Delaware	  Department	  of	  Educa0on	  

401	  Federal	  Street,	  Suite	  2	  
Dover,	  DE	  19901	  
302-‐735-‐4210	  

	  
Mary	  Ann	  Mieczkowski,	  Director	  

Maryann.Mieczkowski@doe.k12.de.us	  	  


